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Abstract

Caecilians are an order of limbless, fossorial and
aguatic animals which alongside the Caudata
(salamanders) and anurans (frogs) make up the
extant amphibia.?

Amphibians were not, until recently, thought to be
actively venomous. A recent study has suggested
that caecilians might be — analysis of secretions
from dental glands finding homology with
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SJua mate venoms. Emilio Goeldi. Ciéncias Naturais 6(3) Sept — Dec 2011

This study reviewed species of caecilian previously

unstudied, and specimens with different life stages Dermophiidae | — > Sehtometopum Thomense (MS3) & UM78)

and life histories to broaden understanding of the | {Siphmphidae ~ Sishonops Annulatus (Newborn)

distribution of these putative venom glands.? Reviewed | = Indotyphiidae " Crondisonia imintie.
specimens —— diocranum Russel (HW5551 & 5-220)

nghllghts mapped on to _ ‘[Typhlonectidae > Typhlonectes Natans (adult & newborn)
caecilian ——

- > Dental glands were discovered in every phylogeny 1 4[”6“’9”“’39 > Boulangsrulz Tefmoys (youre’ & possble embryo!

specimen studied, showing that they are T ecemerenee " Seolamons

Ichthyophiidae

broadly distributed throughout Gymnophiona
- > There are differences in the morphology of
glands across specimens | | o
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